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Powerful Partnerships to Strengthen 
Family Engagement in Early Childhood



Objectives

Understand the 
purpose of 
community 

partnerships.

Identify potential 
community 

partners by their 
assets.

Learn strategies 
for developing 
relationships 

with 
community 

partners.



Introductions

Mary Beth Stevens
NCFL

Senior Training Specialist

Andrea Brown
NCFL

Director, Professional 
Learning



Parent Involvement -1993

Parent Involvement is defined as any significant member of 
a child’s family being actively involved in or visible in the 
child’s schooling. Reglin, G.L. (1993.) At-Risk “parent and family” school involvement. 

Charles C. Thomas Publishing.



Family Engagement 

Family engagement is a full, equal, and 
equitable partnership among families, 
educators, and community partners to 
promote children’s learning from birth 
through college and career.

Connecticut State Department of Education, Full, Equal and Equitable Partnerships with Families (Hartford, CT: Connecticut State Department
of Education, 2018), https://portal.ct.gov/sde/publications/full-equal-and-equitable-partnerships-with-families/the-definition-a-clear-consensus

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/publications/full-equal-and-equitable-partnerships-with-families/the-definition-a-clear-consensus


Community Builder

How do you seek input when planning for 
family engagement?

If you don’t currently seek input, what are 
some ways you could?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN5ZcGKwm7U


● Understand what is important to each 
family

● Know what supports and activities are 
available for each family

● Partner with each family to strengthen 
connections to resources and other 
families

Identifying Family Needs

(taken from ECLKC, 2019a, p.3-4)



Identifying Family Needs
Problem

PROBLEM

Partnering 
with families

Deciding 
for families



Services Families May Need



Services Your Families Need

According to the families in your program, what are some 
services that children and families in your community 

might currently need?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN5ZcGKwm7U


● Consider all touchpoints with 
families
○ pick up and drop off
○ family conferences
○ surveys
○ school events
○ newsletters 

How to Seek Information from Families



Systemic approaches to Family Engagement 
combine practices, strategies, services, and 
supports to address specific areas of FE.
● Implemented consistently across the 

school
● Differentiated to meet the individual 

needs of families

Systemic Approaches to Family Engagement



◦ Introductions
◦ History of the partnership
◦ Meeting the needs of families

Madison County



Key questions include: 
◦ What partnerships are needed to meet the needs and 

goals of families?
◦ What resources are available in the community? 

Community mapping is a tool your team can use 
collaboratively to help answer the key questions.

Building Partnerships



• Use the tool to identify 
resources, individuals, 
businesses, and organizations 
that can help with reaching and 
supporting families in your 
program.

Community Mapping



In small groups, walk around the room and answer 
the following questions. Write your responses on the 
chart paper of each listed question:

● What are the resources and organizations in your 
community that currently support the families you 
serve?

● What additional resources or organizations are 
needed to meet the additional needs of the 
families you serve?

Community Mapping



Key Steps for Building Partnerships

Define the purpose of the partnership.

Establish the partnership’s goal and 
expected outcomes.

Explore and select strategies for 
supporting the partnership’s work.
Develop a plan of action.

Assess the environment and the 
partnership’s capacities.

Consider opportunities for 
community impact.

(taken from ECLKC, 2019b, p.3-5)



What are three action steps you will take 
to enhance family engagement through 
targeted community partnerships?

Next Steps

1

3
2

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN5ZcGKwm7U


Contact Information 

Andrea Brown
National Center for Families Learning

abrown@familieslearning.org

Mary Beth Stevens
National Center for Families Learning

mbstevens@familieslearning.org

mailto:abrown@familieslearning.org
mailto:mbstevens@familieslearning.org
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